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“There is no better evidence of the fantastic riding conditions that
we have in San Diego County than the date reserved annually for the
f LOWCAL 250 Rally (the last Saturday in April),” said Craig Chaddock,
Rally Architect. “The average precipitation for late April is 0.01 inches,
the temperature between 65F and 80F. We just set the date and
forget about it." Sure the weather was close this year, but you can't
fight the stats. The day was “perfectly pleasant riding weather for
anywhere in the county” according to Gary Orr, owner of San Diego
BMW Motorcycles. Gary’s dealership sponsors this rally that has raised
over $10,000 in the past three years for Polycystic Kidney Disease
(PKD).

"As a large portion of the Northern Hemisphere is still de-
winterizing their motorbikes,” Craig said with a grin, "We ride in what
I loosely refer to as the first Yong-distance style’ rally of year in the
West.” Although formatted like the 24-hour and multi-day rallies, the
LOWCAL 250 is set-up around an eight hour time limit. It's just the
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right length for rally veterans to warm-up for
the season, or for novices with a curiosity to
give rallying a try.

Riders showed up at 7:00am to receive
their rally packet with a menu of possible
locations to visit for the day. They had to create
their own route based on what each rider felt
they could successfully reach in the time given.
Each location was worth points based on the
distance and difficulty of reaching them. On
occasion, a location was worth more points
simply to encourage rally participants to take a
first-hand look themselves. Each location had
a task involved to prove that you were indeed
on site. For example, at the Flying Leatherneck
Museum, riders had to find the Bell "Sea Cobra" |
and note Capt. Edwards’ call sign. The top five |
finishers all visited sites in the City of San Diego,
The Flying Leatherneck Museum in Miramar,
Chihuahua Valley, the Santa Ysabel Astencia,
and the Eagle Peak Trailhead on Boulder Creek
Road. Other popular checkpoints were Mt
Soledad Park, the Mission San Antonio de Pala,
and the Lyons Valley Trading Post.

“The hook this year was a 250 mile cap to
each rider’s route” said Craig, “That put even
more pressure on creating an efficient route.
Often times riders have the misconception that
speed will win a rally. A mileage cap illustrates







